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1. Introduction 
 

These directions for use are designed to inform its users how to use a 
Homarium® properly.  
 
N.V. Homarium® reserves the rights to this guide and prohibits the whole or 
partial copying to legal or physical entities without its approval and 
registration. 

 
2. A Homarium® and its characteristics 
 

A Homarium® is developed, created and identified by N.V. Homarium to keep 
crustaceans alive in saline water and trout and eel in fresh water.  
 
N.V. Homarium® declines any responsibility when the homarium has been used 
for other purposes than provided for in this description.  
Every user is also obliged to make inquiries about the local rules of bringing 
together different types of fish in the same water and if necessary to comply 
with them. 
 
N.V. Homarium® declines any responsibility concerning local regulations if they 
differ from Belgian legislation and have not been confirmed in writing to the 
end user. 

 
3. Handling  the Homarium® 
 

A Homarium® consists of two parts: a tank containing the water and a sub-unit 
containing technical components. These two parts are detachable but 
indentations in the tank prevent any axis shifting of the two parts subject to 
normal operations as described in the directions of use. 

 
3.1 How to lift the homarium properly 

 
A Homarium® should always be lifted using the bottom edge of the sub-
unit so that  tank and sub-unit are lifted in one movement .  

 
If by lifting the homarium an axis shift (between tank and sub-unit) 
should occur, fit them again with the greatest caution. The sub-unit is a 
perfect fit with the indentations in the tank. 
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3.2 How to move a Homarium properly 

 
Every Homarium® model is mobile by means of four castors and 
Homarium strongly advises against moving the homarium filled with 
water to prevent dashing and overflowing . 
When moving the homarium, as manufacturers we also strongly advise 
pulling at the inner side of the walls. A homarium always needs to be 
pushed away : pulling at the walls causes extra pressure on the glued 
corners and frequent pulling may create cracks and even leaks in the 
worst case. 

 
3.3 Transporting 

 
A Homarium® must always be transported vertically. The surrounding 
packaging (double wrapping, board, etc.) must be fitted round the 
Homarium® to avoid any scratching to the walls or the cladding. Bear in 
mind the points discussed in section 3.1 of this guide when loading and 
unloading.  

 
4. Location 
 

4.1 Ideal standing-place 
 

The ideal standing-place  for a homarium® is a cool, well-ventilated 
area.  
Do not place the homarium next to a source of heat and never place 
a homarium® in full sunlight. Sunlight leads to algal bloom causing the 
water surface to show a greenish shine or even a green colour. Always 
take care  that the grills in the cladding are open because they are 
vital to ensure most favourable effect of the cooling system.  

 
4.2 Stability 

 
Always ensure that the Homarium® is positioned on a stable, flat and 
level underground. The wheels must always be in contact with the 
ground.  
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5. How to fill the homarium 
 

Regardless the type of sea-water that enters the tank, the following general 
rules are vital: 
 
When filling always ensure that you allow for a margin and take care that the 
homarium isn’t brimful to prevent the water from spilling over when the shellfish 
is placed in the tank. 
 
If you lift the cover of the pump unit, you will see a green tube running 
vertically downwards. This tube contains the utility wires for the pump and the 
cooling. Always ensure that no water can enter this tube to prevent the water 
from running on to the cooling and the sub-unit.  
After filling the homarium the base plate usually needs to be pressed down for 
a few days to remove all the air from the filters.  
 
5.1 Filling with fresh water 

 
If you fill the Homarium® with fresh water, use “soft” water at about 20°C  
and fill up leaving a wide margin (see above). The water quality always 
needs to be controlled after refilling the homarium (see point 6.2).  

 
5.2 Filling with fresh water and artificially created sea salt 

 
If you practise Homarium® with saline (sea) water and there is none 
available, you can create saline water by mixing fresh water with 
artificial sea salt.  

 
Fill the Homarium® with fresh water (as per 5.1). 
To achieve optimum results we recommend using fully desalinated or 
hard water prepared by reverse osmosis. Using hard water can cause 
some disturbance due to the developing of carbons caused by 
saturation in the same way as it occurs in a natural environment.  
Test the water quality (see point 6.2). 

 
Specially prepared sea-salt is available from N.V. Homarium® or your 
local dealer. You need 4 kilos of salt per 120 litres (for a density of 1.025 
at 20°C).  
Stir the water vigorously until the densimeter shows the required density 
(see point 6.2). After mixing up the water for 6 to 8 hours, it is entirely 
usable for all kinds of sea-shell. 

  
5.3 Filling with filtered sea water 

 
If you practise the Homarium® with saline (sea) water you can add 
purified sea-water. Do check the water quality when you purchase 
water (see point 6.2).   
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6. Testing water quality 
 

6.1 Density 
 

     
 

Ideal  Not enough   To much 
 

 
A densimeter – measuring salt density - is supplied with the Homarium®.  
A green mark is visible on the densimeter. The ideal density of the water 
is 1.025. This is the lower edge of the green mark. 
  
If the water density is too high (too much salt),the green zone and a 
white zone under the green mark appears above the water surface : 
add fresh water to diminish the density . 

 
If the density is too low (too little salt) the green zone will be under 
water. Add a quantity of artificially created sea salt into the tank and 
stir thoroughly for a while to dissolve the salt.  
 
If necessary, repeat the above steps and/or combine until the required 
density has been achieved.  

 
6.2 Testing the nitrates in the water 

 
Why testing percentage of nitrates ? 
Too many nitrates in the water are utmost harmful. They are created by 
organic substances like excrements, urine, food and plant residues. 
When organic substances degrade insufficiently, the water can 
become toxic. 
Periodical testing avoids that risk. 
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7. Starting the Homarium® 
 

Once the Homarium® has been filled and the water quality tested, you can 
switch the machine on. 

 
7.1 Connecting to the power supply 

 
Insert the plug in an earthed socket. This must be connected to 220V-
50Hz. 

 
In order to start the Homarium®, turn the start button to the “I” position. 
The green light on the start-stop switch will clear up and –when fitted- 
also the electronic thermostat . 
To stop the Homarium®, set the start button to “0". The green light in the 
starting button will then go out. 

 
7.2 Starting the pump 

 
If you discover that the pump doesn’t pump any water when you start 
the Homarium®, grey tube B (see Figure 1) at the exit of the pump will 
have to be removed  as the counter pressure from the water and the 
air behind the pump is too great. 

 
When the pump is well started, water will come out of the exit. Insert the 
tube back into the exit and the water will spray into the tank. An 
oxygen tap is situated at the top of tube “a”. Control the amount of 
injected oxygen with this tap. An ideal mix is a constant not unduly 
strong flow of air into the water. If  too much oxygen is injected, foam 
will be produced. Ensure that tube “A” is positioned with its inclined 
edge towards the exit of tube “B” for  a smooth flow of oxygen. 

 
Figure 1 
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7.3 Setting the temperature 

 
Your Homarium® has already been tested at the plant before delivery. 
The temperature is normally set at 8°C. If, however, you wish to change 
it, proceed as follows: 

 
7.3.1 Analogous thermometer and thermostat 

 
If your Homarium® has not been equipped with a digital 
thermostat, you will have a thermometer with a suction cup 
which must be kept under the water level. The temperature of 
the water can be read on the scale. 

 
The analogous thermometer is contained in the technical section 
at the bottom of the tank (only for authorised technicians 
accessible).This is a grey block with a revolving scale on top of it. 
Proceed as follows to change the temperature: 

 
Turn the screwdriver until the required 
temperature appears in the middle of the 
indentation.  
At this moment the thermostat fixes the cooling 
at the temperature you have set. As the water  
mass is not directly on temperature, you will  
only be able to read the change in  
temperature  
on the thermometer in the tank after a while.  

 
If you do not see any change, replace the 
thermostat. It is not possible to repair it. 
 

7.3.2 Digital thermometer and thermostat 
 

If your Homarium® was supplied with a digital thermometer and 
thermostat, you will not have an analogous thermometer. 
The digital thermostat indicates the temperature.  
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8. Building up the biology 
 

Before you start with new filters and fresh water, you have to build up the 
biology in the water. This is of the highest importance ! If you don’t respect this 
rule, your shellfish might die easily as the biological environment is 
incompatible.  
 
Gradually increase the number of shellfish in the water. Start with two or three 
the first day and after a few days add the double. Continue gradually .It takes 
a three weeks to reach the maximum capacity. 
Remember : more haste less speed ! 

 
9. Maintenance 
 

9.1 Daily maintenance 
 

It is advisable to clean the brim daily (just above the water surface) to 
remove the salt deposit on the walls to keep  the transparency optimal. 
Household paper is the best to do this. 
Never use abrasive materials or detergents.  

 
9.2 Monthly maintenance 

 
Vacuum the radiator above the cooling unit monthly to 
keep it free from dust and to maintain the efficiency of 
the cooling unit optimal. 
The rear wall of the Homarium should be removed to get 
access to the radiator. 

 
  

9.3 Replacing the filters 
 

If the water is no longer clear and the contamination increases, the 
filters are at the end of their lives and have to be replaced : have your 
supplier do it or order the materials from your supplier and do it yourself.  

 
If you replace the filter yourself, proceed as follows  

 
Ø Switch the Homarium® off using start-stop button 
Ø Remove all the shellfish from the Homarium® 
Ø Remove the water. It is best if you insert a siphon in the pumping 

housing. That means you can remove the water that is in the 
filter as well. Open the pumping housing by removing the cover 
and or the rock cover. 

Ø Remove the bottom plate (white, blue, rock wall imitation) 
Ø Remove the clamping plates 
Ø Remove the perlon mat and throw it away 
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Ø Remove the bags with active carbon (throw away) 
Ø Remove the grey perforated plates 
Ø If you want to clean the Homarium®  thoroughly, do so now. 

Never use hot water or detergents for cleaning because both 
can affect the glue seals and cause cracks in the acrylic wall 
and even lead to leaks. 

Ø Rinse well and ensure no rinsing water is left behind. 
Ø Replace the grey perforated sheets 
Ø Position the new bags of active carbon. Take care that all 

corners are properly filled and pressed into position. If not, 
filtering will not work properly because  water always takes the 
easiest route. 

Ø Position the perlon mat 
Ø Replace the clamping plates 
Ø Replace the base sheet or rock wall 
Ø Fill the tank with water and re-start (see point 7) 

 
 

 
Layers in the filter 

 
10. Guarantees 
 

There is a one-year guarantee on the technical units (pump, cooling unit and 
thermostat). 
The guarantee is revoked if there is any operation on the device or materials 
by a third party who is not part of N.V. Homarium®. 
 
Maintenance work and biology problems are never included in the 
guarantee. 
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